Young Poppies: A Black History Month Project for Year 7 students that looked at the inspiring life of the Great Black Britain Walter Tull

Introduction:
Young Poppies was a Westminster Libraries and Archives literacy project that took place in October 2008, and was delivered to four Year 7 groups at Westminster, Queens Park, St John’s Wood, and Maida Vale libraries.

The aim of the project was to use the inspiring life of Walter Tull to invite young people to think about Identity, Diversity, Ambition, and Bravery. The four groups of young people came from Westminster Academy, St Augustine’s Secondary School, Quentin Kynaston School, and Paddington Academy.

As lead facilitator, I worked with the schools and libraries to devise sessions that encouraged the young people to think about the First World War and Remembrance Day; as well as to see Walter Tull as an inspiring role model for all times.

The young people were very moved by the life story and the animation Crossing the White Lines, and produced a great deal of written work, a selection of which appears below.

I was really struck that diverse groups of both boys and girls were able to use Walter Tull’s life story to think about their ambitions and to take real steps to understand the emotional intelligence they would need in order to succeed at school and beyond.

We hope that you enjoy and are inspired by the work.

Jenny Mitchell
Inner Vision

A selection of work from the Young Poppies project October, 2008
My thoughts about World War 1

I think that World War is an evil time. It takes bravery and courage to enter it and cowardice to leave it. At the end of the war there is always a prize and this one is honour and respect. The way is hard and takes risk.

By Hussein and Annas
Dear Mr Tull

I am writing to share with you what I think about you and your outstanding bravery.

During your life you have been very brave. I wish I could be as similar to you as possible. You followed your ambition going through tough times and because you wanted to become and was very good at it. You changed your job and was so good at that, you became a black officer. You have made me have pride in myself, especially as a black boy.
Thank you for reading this letter. I hope you reply soon.

Yours Truly

Adam

Dear Mr Tull

My name is Stephanie and I was just wondering if I could ask you a few questions and what I like about you and your childhood life. I really think that you have been through some tough times and that I wish I could change the law at the time. But I can’t.

How where you feeling when your father and mother died?

Did you ever keep in contact with your brother?

Did you ever get adopted?

How old were you when you became a footballer?

Where did you live?

Did you have any close friends you could rely on?

Were you proud to be a soldier?

How did you feel when you were about to die?

Were you happy of what you did in life?

Steph

Dear Mr Tull

You have inspired me to stand up for myself and to never give up in life. I am very sad that you have passed away but I’am sure that my friends and I will remember you for the rest of our lives.

I know you had a tough time at Tottenham FC but what you have just showed me is that to ignore other people in the crowd and to just focussed on what you are doing.

Thank you for everything you have done for us and for UK. We will always remember you as a champion.

By Watson

War
I think that to be part of a war involves having confidence and also being brave. 

Fighting during war is very dangerous and risk taking. You are overcoming your fears, fighting for your country and making your country independent.

Jena

Being Brave
I am brave because after going thorough really hard times I have made a comeback without being scared.

Also I have stood up for people that were being bullied, even though my friends who were standing next to me weren’t very happy about it. It made me feel really horrible that I liked were not going to do anything about it, but instead stand back and bully the boy themselves.
After standing against my friends to help someone it made me think that you don’t always have to go along with your friends especially if you know it’s wrong.

Joan

Walter Tull was…
Brave

Co-operative

Confident

Loving

Caring

Thoughtful

Intelligent

Generous.

We hope there are Good and Wonderful people like you.

You were a wonderful person to hear about.

I hope you go well in life in heaven and have a glorious future in heaven.

Hope all your fabulous dreams come true.

Ps Have a Wonderful life in heaven!

Dalia

Walter Tull was…

I am writing this to tell you what have I learned from Walter Tull story. After I heard his incredible story I felt really sorry and sad and when I was watching his video I really realised that he’s a really brave person because there was a part of his video tells me that he is a brave man because he said that every body know him and his name and they will never forget so that the part that tell me he’s really brave.

After I’ve watched the video it really made me feel absolutely brave of him.

It also made me never forget my self.

The part that I couldn’t believe is that he’s got five sister and brothers (wow!) that is incredible.

He is a hero.

Made by: Fatima
Dear Mr Tull
I think war is life-threatening especially in your life time. After watching the video about your life it seemed distressing especially about the racism that was going on. I thought your life was challenging. If you were married your death would have completely taken over your wife. You were very courageous in the war, and you have a lot of independence when you were an officer. I think most of your life you were pitied by and as affected by racism. You did not deserve what you got and unfortunately your time ended. You were really brave and we’re all proud.

Your sincerely

Yasmin

