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DRAMA Childhood 1

Folkestone, December, 1897

Where you are: (The Scene)

Where you are: (The Scene)

After the funeral of their father Daniel, Walter and his brother are standing in the front room of their
house in Walton Road. They are told by their stepmother Clara that they have to go and live in an
orphanage. Clara, a young woman in her twenties, has been left with six children to look after and is
unable to cope.

< What do you think Walter would have been thinking when he was told about the orphanage?
« How would he and Edward have coped with the news so soon after their father’s death?
* What would Walter and Edward have said to each other?

It is only two years since their mother, Alice, died. Use your imagination to describe the moments during
and after the news was given.

Who you are: (Character List)

Narrator (A neighbour who has come to see how the family are coping after the death of Daniel)

Once your group have decided how to do their freeze frame picture of this scene, it will be your job to
step out of the freeze frame and introduce your group to the rest of the class. You will need to brieyy
describe what is happening before introducing yourself and each character, which you will do by tapping
them on the shoulder. Each character will then describe what they are doing and how they are feeling.

Walter Tull

Walter is 9 years old. He lives in Folkestone with his stepmother Clara, 27, brothers Edward, 11,

and William, 14, and sisters, Cecillia,13, Elsie, 6 and Miriam, 4 months. He is a pupil at North Board
Elementary School which is very close to his house. He loves playing sports. He does not want to leave
his family.

Edward Tull

Edward is Walter’s brother. He is two years older than Walter and they are both very close. He is a good
singer and is doing well at school. Like the rest of the family he is still upset at the death of his mother
two years ago and now he is having to cope with his father dying too.

William Tull

William, 15, is the oldest brother. He is an apprentice carpenter and used to go to work with his father
who was also a carpenter. He is the only member of the family earning a wage, seven shillings a week
(35 pence). He is upset that he has now lost his father, but he is now the man of the family and tries to
explain to Walter and Edward why they have been chosen to possibly go to the orphanage.

Clara Tull

Clara, 26, married Daniel when Walter’s mother Alice died in 1895. She was related to Alice. In
September, 1897, Clara gave birth to Miriam. She feels that she cannot cope with looking after her baby
and pve step-children. She doesndt want Walter and Edward to go the orphanage but feels she has no
choice. William brings in a wage and Cecillia is old enough to help her with the family, but she can’t
cope with the two younger boys.

Cecillia Tull

Cecillia, 14, is the eldest girl and has to help her stepmother look after baby Miriam, as well as Elsie.
She will be leaving school in the summer and will have to start working to help bring some money into
the household. She is very upset that Walter and Edward have to leave and is upset with Clara.

Extension Task
Aftermath
If you have time, get together with your group and try and freeze frame a new scene which will show
Walter and Edward about to leave their family for the Bonner Road Orphanage in Bethnal Green, east

London.
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