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Black History in Westminster. 

Black History Month is an international event and
has been celebrated in the UK every October for
over 22 years; celebrating the lives, achievements
and positive contribution made to our country by
black and minority ethnic communities.

Westminster has thousands of visitors every year
from all around the world and today over 30% of
Westminster residents are from black and minority
ethnic communities, with over 150 different
languages spoken in our city.

Westminster has a wealth of cultural history and
should be known not just for its heritage and
historic buildings but for the way it enables people
of different backgrounds with common aspirations
to build families, careers and lives together.

This booklet provides an insight into the rich
culture of Westminster, from its many art galleries
and theatres to shopping, fashion and restaurants.
It also profiles the contribution of some of the
gifted and influential black figures of Westminster;
in history up to the present-day.

I very much hope you enjoy celebrating Black
History Month.

Councillor Colin Barrow
Leader of Westminster City Council

City of Westminster
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Celebrating Fashion
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

FASHION
Ozwald Boateng  

Bespoke Couturier 

and Tailor

Ozwald Boateng is a widely
acclaimed self-taught tailor
who introduced a new
generation of
tailoring to
Savile Row with
the use of
bright colours
and the finest
silk materials.
He was the first
tailor to stage a
catwalk show in
Paris and has a
wide range of
celebrity clients
including
Jonathan Ross,
Laurence
Fishburne,
Samuel L. Jackson, Keanu
Reeves and Jamie Foxx. 

He first learnt to tailor whilst
studying at Southwark
College and expanded his gift
for designing clothes using
his mother’s old sewing
machine. At 16 he sold his
first collection to a menswear
shop in Covent Garden, and
by the time he was 23 he had
set himself up full-time in
business.

In 2002 Ozwald Boateng
opened his flagship store in
Savile Row, Westminster. In
2006 he was awarded an
OBE for his contribution to
the tailoring industry. His

much sought-after bespoke
tailoring prompted his
appointment in 2007 to the
Mayor of London Skills and
Employment Board. In the
same year he was also
recognised by the World
Economic Forum as a young
global leader. Ozwald’s other
interests include his passion
for film and cinematography
which has inspired him to
write and direct over ten
short films. 

What’s happening in
Westminster?
If you’re a keen follower of fashion, Westminster has
one of Europe’s largest shopping areas. The West End
is home to Oxford Street and has everything from high
street shops to couture designer outlets on Regent’s
Street and Bond Street.

For more information visit:  
www.westendlondon.com/shopping/shopping.aspx

www.westminster.gov.uk/markets
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Photo courtesy of www.sundancechannel.com



Celebrating Entertainment
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

Elisabeth Welch

Singer and Actress

Elisabeth lived from 1959
until the 1980s at Capener
Close, (off Kinnerton Street),
Westminster.

Elisabeth Welch was born in
New York in 1904. Arriving in
London in 1933, she spent
the remainder of her life in
the UK. She came to
prominence in Cole Porter’s
Nymph Errant, alongside
Gertrude Lawrence, at the
Adelphi Theatre in 1933,
particularly for her rendition of
‘Solomon’. Her career as a
performer lasted over 50
years, working in British
theatre, television, film
and recording. She 
was probably the best
known black woman
entertainer in Britain in
the 1930s and 1940s
and was endeared as a
wartime entertainer of
troops. Her career
revived remarkably in
the 1980s, following
her memorable
appearance in
Derek Jarman’s
film, The Tempest,
in 1979, when
she sang 

‘Stormy Weather’ in the final
scene. She was nominated
for a Lawrence Olivier Award
in 1985, a Tony in 1985-1986,
and in 1989 received  a
special award for services to
entertainment from the
Variety Club of Great Britain.
In 1991 she received the
BASCA (British Academy of
Songwriters, Composers, and
Authors Gold Badge of Merit
Award). Elisabeth Welch died
on 13th July 2003, aged 99. 
Further reading: Elizabeth Welch, Soft Lights &
Sweet Music, Stephen Bourne (Scarecrow
Press: 2005).
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What’s happening in
Westminster?
Westminster is home to theatreland, with Piccadilly
Circus and Leicester Square hosting some of the
world’s most famous and successful shows and
attracting thousands of visitors each year. Famous
venues include the Palladium and the Royal Opera
House. Westminster is also home to many new and
trendy night clubs in the West End. 

To find out more visit:
www.westminster.gov.uk/theatreland

www.westminster.gov.uk/archives

C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y
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ENTERTAINMENT

Did you know…
Over 13 million people
a year attend theatre
performances in the
West End including
famous shows such
as The Lion King,
Sister Act and Afrika
Afrika.
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Celebrating the Arts
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

Pauline Straker Rodgers 

International Doll Maker

Pauline has worked for Adult
Services at Westminster City
Council for over 15 years and
currently is a Team Manager
for the Adult Services Team.

She was born in Kingston,
Jamaica and attended
Greenwich Primary School,
Whitfield Town.

Pauline became
interested in
making dolls at
an early age.
She began her
craft by
making cloth
dolls with hair
made of wool.
She attended
Ellen Beddington
doll making classes.
Whilst fine-tuning her skills
Pauline realised that a doll’s
clothes, hairstyle and other
characteristics could be used
to depict a person’s cultural
heritage.

This is evident in the design
of many European dolls, while
African and African Caribbean
dolls have been mere
caricatures. With this in mind
she began making her own
African wigs and costumes.

Friends were so impressed
with her designs she was
asked to host a number of
seminars both here and
abroad to teach those skills.

In 1997 Pauline came to
international attention when
she was invited by the Global
Doll Society (GDS) to become
one of its speciality teachers.

This made her the only
GDS recognised

teacher in the
world of African
wigs and
costumes. 
At the 
1998 GDS
Convention,

Pauline along
with her daughter

Elizabeth aged 10,
won prizes for their

dolls and costumes. Elizabeth
competed against professional
dollmakers and won 3rd 
prize. Pauline’s vision is to
teach her skills to interested 
young people.

“Young people need to be
confident, courteous and
believe that they can
succeed if they work
hard.”
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C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

THE ARTS
What’s happening in
Westminster?
There are a wide range of galleries exhibiting
everything from contemporary art at the Tate Modern,
Southbank to the classical art of the National Portrait
Gallery, Trafalgar Square.

For more information visit: 
www.westminster.gov.uk/artsandentertainment

There are a host of arts and crafts courses on offer
across the city. To find out what courses are available
near you visit: 

London College of Fashion
www.fashion.arts.ac.uk

University of Westminster
www.westminster.ac.uk

Westminster Adult Education
www.waes.ac.uk

St Martin’s College of Art & Design
www.csm.arts.ac.uk/courses.htm
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Celebrating Culture
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

CULTURE
Sake Dean Mahomed 

At the age of 11, Mahomed
joined the East India
Company Army and rose 
to the rank of captain. He
served as a trainee surgeon
and fought in a number of
campaigns until 1782 when
he resigned from the army,
arriving in Britain two years
later. Whilst staying in Ireland
he wrote and published his
book, The Travels of Dean
Mahomet and was the first
Indian writer to be published
in English. 

In 1810 Sake Dean Mahomed
established the Hindoostane
Coffee House in George
Street, Portman
Square serving
authentic Indian
dishes. These
premises are now
called Carlton
House where a
green plaque has
been placed in his
remembrance.
Mahomed overcame
bankruptcy in 1812, 
by introducing
‘shampooing’ known
today as a vapour bath. 

A few years later he
opened special treatment
baths on the seafront at East

Cliff, Brighton. His second
book, published in 1820, was
called Shampooing; or
benefits resulting from the
use of the Indian Medicated
Vapour Bath, and went into
three editions. He was
appointed Shampooing
Surgeon to both George IV
and William IV. He died in
1851 and was buried in St
Nicholas’ churchyard in
Brighton.
Further reading: The First Indian Author in
English, Dean Mahomed (1759-1851) in India,
Ireland and England, by Michael H. Fisher
(OUP; 1996).

www.westminster.gov.uk/archives

What’s happening in
Westminster?
Westminster is steeped in cultural history and if you
enjoy eating out or wining and dining, you will be spoilt
for choice with venues like the Cinnamon Club in
Victoria or One Three Nine in Soho. With hundreds of
restaurants there is something for everyone, from
oriental cuisine in Chinatown to traditional Indian
cuisine in the heart of Victoria. 

For more information visit:
www.westminster.gov.uk/london
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Oil Painting of Sake Deen Mahomed
by Thomas Mann Baynes c1810
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Celebrating Culture
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

Claudia Jones

Claudia Jones was born in
Port of Spain, Trinidad in 1915
and arrived in Britain in 1955.
A prominent activist
campaigning for black
people’s rights in Britain she
founded the West Indian
Gazette, Britain’s first black
newspaper. When race riots
broke out in London’s Notting
Hill in 1958, Jones defended
the black communities by
joining a committee that
represented their interests to

the government.
Claudia Jones
was also
instrumental in
launching the
Notting Hill
Carnival, one
of Europe’s
largest
street
festivals,
attracting
visitors
from
around
the
world,
which

includes
the Harrow Road and

the Westbourne area of
Westminster. The Notting Hill
Carnival takes place every
year over the August Bank
Holiday and is a great
opportunity to see wonderful
hand-made costumes and
spectacular steel bands.
Claudia Jones died in 1964
aged 49 of tuberculosis and a
heart condition.

Photo shows Claudia Jones talking to reporters
outside the US Embassy in Grosvenor Square,
London – August 1963.
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Did you know…
Every year over 1 million people attend the Notting Hill Carnival
over a 2 day period.

Yaa Asantewaa Centre 

The Yaa Asantewaa Centre
opened in 1986 and adopted
the name of Queen Mother
Yaa Asantewaa (1850-1921)
of the Asante (Ashanti)
people of Ghana, who led the
heroic struggle to maintain
her people’s national integrity
and ancient cultural heritage.
Today the Yaa Asantewaa
hosts many community
groups including the United
West Indian Association of
British Calypsonians (ABC),
the Association of Portuguese
in England (API) and the
Djembe Drummers. 

Located in the north of the
city, Yaa Asantewaa has been

instrumental in the running of
the Notting Hill carnival,
hosting the major prize-
winning design team for
almost every carnival arts
category: choreography,
costume, bands, and
individuals. In the run-up to
carnival the Yaa Asantewaa
centre also hosts the London
Calypso Tent. Yaa Asantewaa
also runs a number of youth
projects each year which
form part of their broad
educational programme. Over
the years, the centre has
provided the incubating venue
for a number of established
black British artists.

For further information visit:
www.yaacentre.com 

TopFoto

Photo: Lucy Woodier
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Patricia Z Gordon  

Registrar of Births and

Deaths and Deputy

Superintendent Registrar

Nationality Checking

Patricia currently holds the
post of Deputy Superintendent
Registrar in Westminster.

She was born in the Parish of
St Mary, Jamaica and came to
the UK in 1965, aged 15
settling in Peckham, South
London with her parents. Her
career in Westminster began
in 1981 in the Social Services
Department as an administrator
in Adult Services. Patricia
quickly progressed and
became Deputy Registrar in
the same year. She then
became a Registrar in
Marriages in 1986, the first
black person to hold such a
position in Westminster.

With over 24 years service,
Patricia has seen thousands
of people visiting her offices
from all walks of life. She
performs an essential service
in the community, issuing
people with important legal
documents that they will rely
on for the rest of their life.
Amongst her day-to-day
duties of registering

marriages, births and deaths
she also carries out civil
ceremonies, citizenship
ceremonies, nationality
checking, marriages in
hospitals and homes, and 
the registering of stillbirths. 

One of the privileges of her
post include registering the
births of children of a number
of famous personalities
including Annie Lennox, Rod
Steward, Liam Gallagher,
Heather Smalls, Gary Beadle,
Claudia Schiffer, Helena
Bonham Carter and Emma
Thompson.

Patricia’s hobbies include
cooking and gardening. She
has three children and nine
grandchildren. 

To find out more about the
registrar services visit:
www.westminster.gov.uk/
communityandliving/registrar

12 13

“The duties of a registrar may be seen as
simple but it can be emotional and requires a
high level of sensitivity.”

“One of the highlights
of my career was
marrying my daughter
Naddine in Jamaica in
2004.”
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Celebrating Sport
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

Walter Tull

Footballer, Army Officer 

Walter Tull was Britain’s
first black professional
outfield footballer and
also the first black
officer in the British
Army. His extraordinary
career was short-lived,
lasting only nine years
before he was killed
in action at the age
of 29. Born in
Folkestone in April
1888 his mother
Alice, a local

woman, died when he was
seven years old. His father’s
death followed two years
later and the young Walter
along with brother Edward
was placed in a Methodist-run
orphanage in Bethnal Green,
East London. A keen
footballer, he was signed up
for a local amateur side,
Clapton FC, in 1908. Helping
his team to victory in three
London competitions he 
was spotted by Tottenham
Hotspur and signed
professionally in 1909 for 
a fee of £10 and a wage of 
£4 per week.

He was included in a Spurs
squad that toured Argentina
and Uruguay. On return he

made his home debut versus
FA Cup holders, Manchester
United. His opening
performances were greatly
applauded in the press, one
newspaper commenting that
he was in: “a class superior
to that shown by most of his
colleagues.”

He subsequently left Spurs
and played more than 100
matches for Northampton
Town. When the First World
War broke out he abandoned
the football pitch and joined
the Army’s Football Battalion.
Quickly promoted to
sergeant, he fought in the
Battle of the Somme in 1916.
Despite military regulations
forbidding people of colour
being commissioned as
officers he was promoted to
lieutenant in 1917. He met his
death leading an attack on the
Western Front in March 1918.
Several of his men made
unsuccessful attempts to
bring him back to the British
trenches but his body was
never recovered.

For more information visit: 
www.waltertull.com

www.100greatblackbritons.com

www.crossingthewhiteline.com 

What’s happening
in Westminster?
Westminster has great facilities for all
the family to enjoy, with eight leisure
centres offering activities from parkour
to pilates; and four swimming pools.
Westminster is also home to the famous
Lord’s Cricket ground based in the St
John’s Wood area. 

With the 2012 Olympics fast approaching
the eyes of the world will be on
Westminster, with over a million additional
visitors expected to arrive in London for a celebration of
culture, sport and education.

There are plenty of opportunities to get involved in the
Cultural Olympiad, a four-year festival of cultural events
and celebration leading up to 2012.

To find out more about the 2012 Olympics in 
Westminster visit: 
www.westminster.gov.uk/leisureandculture/olympics.cfm

www.westminster.gov.uk/sport 
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Celebrating Sport
C E L E B R AT I N G  D I V E R S I T Y

Paul Canoville 

Professional footballer

Born in Southall to Caribbean
parents in 1962, Paul
Canoville’s career in football
started with Hillingdon FC. 
In 1981 he signed with
Chelsea FC, becoming their
first black player. This was
both an enjoyable and difficult
time, having to deal with
constant racial abuse from
fans and members of his own
team. Paul went on to play for
Chelsea for five years and
was sold to Reading in 1986
where he sustained a
cartilage injury. Following his
injuries, he attempted a
comeback playing for non-
league teams such as Enfield,
Maidenhead United and
Burnham but was forced to
retire at 27. Paul’s triumph
over adversity was also
encountered when he was
diagnosed with non –
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, an
aggressive form of cancer
from which he successfully
made a full recovery. In 2008
he wrote his frank and honest
biography, Black and Blue,
outlining his football career,
which won him the award for
Best Sports Author in 2009.

16 17

“Football is a great game but you may not make it in
the game. Have a back-up plan. Education is a must -
without that you could be left stranded.”

Photo: Awasi Tawia Poku

Paul began working with
children through library
workshops organised by the
Archives Centre and is now
an assistant teacher in
Westminster.

www.westminster.gov.uk/archives
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Further information
If you would like additional copies of this booklet or have any
comments or suggestions, please send your comments to:

Ann-Marie Smith, 13th Floor, City Hall, 64 Victoria Street
London SW1E 6QP or email amsmith2@westminster.gov.uk

www.westminster.gov.uk/bhmevents
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