First draft:    

CROSSING THE WHITE LINE DRAMA: 
285 children from 8 primary schools in Westminster, Folkestone, Preston and Westminster took part in writing this script. The script was edited by Tull biographer,Phil Vasili and then sent to music composer, Russell Hepplewhite, who worked with St Vincent de Paul to compose music and write songs for the final musical performance.
· Childhood 1:Mundella primary School, Folkestone

· Childhood 2:Mundella Primary School, Folkestone

· Football 3: 
Deepdale School, Preston

· Football 4: 
Deepdale Primary School, Preston 

· Football 5: 
Deepdale Primary School, Preston

· Football 6: 
Goosnargh Primary School, Preston

· Soldier 7:
St. Matthews Primary School, Westminster

· Solder 8:
St. Vincent de paul Primary School, Westminster

· Soldier 9: 
St. Peter’s Eaton Square Primary School, Westminster

· Soldier 10: 
St Barnabas Primary School, Westminster

· Soldier 11: 
St. Saviours Primary School, Westminster

Childhood 1 – Folkestone, December, 1897
Mundella Primary School

Characters

Narrator (A neighbour who has come to see how the family are coping after the death of Daniel)

Walter Tull

Walter is 9 years old. He lives in Folkestone with his stepmother Clara, 27, brothers Edward, 11,and  William, 14, and sisters, Cecillia,13, Elsie, 6 and Miriam, 4 months. He is a pupil at North Board Elementary School which is very close to his house. He loves playing sports. He does not want to leave his family.

Edward Tull

Edward is Walter’s brother. He is two years older than Walter and they are both very close. He is a good singer and is doing well at school. Like the rest of the family he is still upset at the death of his mother two years ago and now he is having to cope with his father dying too.

William Tull

William, 15, is the oldest brother. He is an apprentice carpenter and used to go to work with his father who was also a carpenter. He is the only member of the family earning a wage, seven shillings a week (35 pence). He is upset that he has now lost his father, but he is now the man of the family and tries to explain to Walter and Edward why they have been chosen to possibly go to the orphanage.

Clara Tull

Clara, 26, married Daniel when Walter’s mother Alice died in 1895. She was related to Alice. In September, 1897, Clara gave birth to Miriam. She feels that she cannot cope with looking after her baby and five step-children. She doesn’t want Walter and Edward to go the orphanage but feels she has no choice. William brings in a wage and Cecillia is old enough to help her with the family, but she can’t cope with the two younger boys.

Cecillia Tull

Cecillia, 14, is the eldest girl and has to help her stepmother look after baby Miriam, as well as Elsie. She will be leaving school in the summer and will have to start working to help bring some money into the household. She is very upset that Walter and Edward have to leave and is upset with Clara.

Scene 1. 

After the funeral of their father Daniel, Walter and his brother are standing in the front room of their house in Walton Road. They are told by their stepmother Clara that they have to go and live in an orphanage. Clara, a young woman in her twenties, has been left with six children to look after and is unable to cope. It is only two years since their mother, Alice, died.
Clara:

(Answers the door and sits on the chair crying)
Come here boys so I can see you. (She hugs the boys) You…You have to go to an Orphanage…

Walter:  
(Walks towards Clara with Edward)


    
What’s going on mum? Why? Why…Us?

Edward: 
(Looks confused)

I thought you loved us…I thought everything was going to be alright…

Clara:     
I am so sorry. It’s not because I love the others more than you, it’s because I can’t cope with six children.

Walter:   
(Head in his hands, crying)

I’m terrified about going to the horrible orphanage. We will get bullied because of our skin colour… 

2.

Walter:   
(Panting and Sniveling) 

I don’t think she wants us anymore because we are not her children.

Edward:  
(Cuddling Walter)

Don’t say that! You saw her crying. It will be alright! She doesn’t want to get rid of us.

3.

William:  
(Trying to make Walter and Edward feel better)


     
Hey boys, I feel so awful that you have to go, I wish it was me.

Walter:    
(Sounding very worried)


      
I don’t want to go…I wish we could go back in time.

Edward:  
(Comforting Walter on the floor)

Yeah, I want to stay too, I don’t want to go to an orphanage in a place I’ve never been before.

Childhood 2 – Bonner Road Orphanage, February 24th, 1898
Mundella

Characters

Narrator (An older orphaned boy who has been asked by Dr Stephenson to show the new boys around)

Walter Tull

Walter is upset but trying not to show it. He is standing in the corridor outside Dr Stephenson’s office secretly listening to the conversation between his stepmother Clara and Dr Stephenson. He wants to run away back to Folkestone.

Edward Tull

Edward is standing next to Walter, and is also trying to listen to the conversation inside Dr Stephenson’s office. Very quietly, in whispers, he tries to persuade Walter not to run away.

Dr Stephenson

Dr Stephenson founded the orphanage in 1869. He is trying to reassure Clara that Walter and Edward will be well cared for. He promises that they will both learn a trade and there’s the chance that they might be adopted by families who want children.

Clara

For Clara the dreaded day has arrived, she is very upset. She doesn’t want to leave Walter and Edward but knows she has to. She does not like the idea that the boys could be adopted. She fears she might lose contact with them.

Dr Stephenson’s maid

Dr Stephenson’s maid is an orphaned girl. She has taken some tea into Dr Stephenson’s office. As she leaves the office she is grabbed by Walter, who asks her what is being said inside between Clara and Dr

Stephenson.
Scene 2.
 It is 24th February, 1898. Walter, Edward and step-mother Clara have arrived at Dr Stephenson’s Children’s Home and Orphanage, Bonner Road, Bethnal Green, east London. Walter and Edward are standing in a corridor outside Dr Stephenson’s office. They are secretly listening to a conversation between Clara and Dr Stephenson who are both inside. Walter wants to run away back to Folkestone.  Clara is upset because she is worried about leaving Walter and Edward at the orphanage. It is a long way from Folkestone and she is concerned that she might lose contact with them. Dr Stephenson is trying to reassure her, explaining that they will be looked after and she will be able to visit them.
Clara:      
(Puts her head in her hands and weeps. Sitting on a chair)
I just can’t bear to leave them here. They mean the world to me. But I want to see them once in a while at least, yes?

Dr Stephenson: (Walking from side to side)

I will say again, you can always visit your boys and they will be treated  with the best care in London. You can send them telegrams as well.

2.
  

 Walter:   
(Listening outside the Office)

Now we have nothing, nothing but each other. Mother’s dead, father’s dead and now Clara’s leaving us.

Edward: 
Well Walter, at least we do have each other.

Football 3 – Clapton win FA Amateur cup, April 17, 1909
Deepdale School

Characters

Narrator (Ernie Smith, a Clapton fan, has come to the changing room to celebrate with the players)

Walter Tull

Walter is very happy. He has had a great season, winning three cups. Spurs have invited him for a second trial game in their reserves. If he is successful he could go on their tour to Argentina in South America. He is excited to see both his brothers. He is overjoyed that William’s wife has had another baby girl, Gladys, a year earlier and he is very proud of Edward, who is at college in Glasgow. Walter wishes this occasion

could go on for ever.

Edward Tull

Edward is training to be a dentist in Glasgow and plays football for Girvan Athletic. He is ecstatic to see Walter and his team win the cup and pleased that he has had the chance to see photos of William’s three girls. But Most importantly, he is happy to be back with his brothers again.

William Tull

William is married now with three daughters and works as a carpenter in Folkestone. He also plays football for a local team in Dover. He used to take Walter on holidays when Walter lived in the orphanage. He is happy to see his brother settled. As a joke he asks Edward to give his teeth a check-up.

Charles Rance

Charles is a Clapton FC team-mate of Walter’s. Spurs are also trying to sign him. He wants to celebrate with Walter and his team mates at a music hall, however, Walter doesn’t drink or smoke and would prefer to go to a Lyon’s Corner House for a cup of tea and cake instead.

Jimmy Pike

Jimmy is a Clapton FC fan, he comes over to Walter and congratulates him on playing a very good game.

He has heard rumours that Walter might be leaving for Spurs, which he is not happy about. He wants him

to stick with Clapton.
Scene 3
In this scene Walter, his brothers William and Edward, and Charles Rance, a team-mate of Walters, are celebrating after winning 6-0 in the Amateur Cup final. Walter signed for Clapton FC in October, 1908, and has played for the first team since Boxing Day. Since Walter joined they have not lost a game. He has made the newspaper headlines with his performances and has been invited by Spurs for another trial game. Walter has been serving an apprenticeship as a printer at the Children’s Home and Orphanage in

Bonner Road, East London. He has not seen his brothers for ten years.
Walter:  
(Hugging William and Edward, and shaking hands)

Edward, William…How brilliant it is to see you both. Ahhh William, you’ve brought along a picture of your daughter. Is this Gladys? Oh, she is sooo cute.

Edward: 
(Hugging Walter)
Walter, I’ve missed you so much. I’m so happy we’re together again!

William: 
(Hugging Walter)
I love you so much Walter, I’ll have to bring Gladys to see you one day!

2.

Charles: 
(Dancing and singing, waving his hands in the air)


    
Come on, let’s go to the music hall to celebrate.

Walter:   
(Getting dressed)

No, I don’t drink, you know that. I want to go to the Lyons Corner tea House instead.

Edward:  
(Shaking the player’s hands)

I’ll come to Lyons. I don’t drink either; alcohol and sport don’t mix.

Charles: 
Well Walter, are you going to play for Spurs?

Walter:  
(Thinking)


   
Yes, I think I will. The pay is a lot better.

Edward: 
That’s a huge decision, Walter.

William: 
I think you should go for it.

Clapton Fan: No, don’t go please, don’t leave Clapton. We won’t be the same   

                    team without you!!!

Football 4 – Walter makes his home debut for Spurs, 11th September, 1909
Deepdale Primary School

Characters

Narrator (Tommy Warren, Spurs trainer, is waiting anxiously for the penalty to be taken)
Walter Tull

Walter has never played infront of such a big crowd before and has doubts that he is good enough to getthe better of United’s famous Captain, Charlie Roberts. However he finds that once the game has started he has the beating of Roberts every time and is finally brought down by the United defender to win the penalty for Spurs.

Danny Steel

Danny is captain of Spurs. He had to calm Walter down, before the match by reminding Walter of how successful he was on tour in Argentina.

Mr Smith
Mr Smith is one of the Spurs directors. It’s the directors rather than the trainer who pick the team. Mr Smith did not want to select Walter but was overruled by the other directors. He feels that black men shouldn’t be playing professional football, that they are not clever enough to understand the tactics of the game. He is now angry as Walter’s football performance has proved him wrong, he thinks he’s been made a fool of and is not pleased.

Bobby Steel

Bobby has already scored Spurs first goal and knows the pressure is on him to score the penalty to save his team from defeat.

Charles Roberts

United’s captain Charlie is a bit of a rebel. In 1904 he upset the FA by wearing very skimpy shorts and then in 1909 he’d angered all the football club owners by setting up the P.F.A. (players trade union.) Only his ability keeps him in the team but his clumsy tackle could give his enemies in the director’s box a chance to drop him.

Scene 4
It is September 11th, 1909. Walter is making his home debut for Spurs v Manchester United. There is a capacity crowd of 32,275 making a lot of noise because Spurs have just won a penalty. Walter has been brought down in the penalty area by a clumsy tackle from United’s captain, Charlie Roberts. Walter’s

team mate, Bobby Steel, picks up the ball to take the penalty. United are leading 2-1 and if Bobby can score Spurs will take their first point of the season.

Charlie: 
(Fiercely)

Oi, you fat tin of sardines. Stop diving on the pitch, it’s not Southport. You can’t dive into the sea like a whale. This is a football pitch!

Walter:  
(holding his leg)


  
What are you talking about? You nearly broke my leg!

Charlie: 
(pointing at Walter)

Yeah right you just can’t take it! Everyone saw me tackle you properly.

Walter:  
(Getting up)


  
Charlie, that was a foul!
2. – Bobby takes a penalty

Walter:   
(Walter faces towards Bobby)


   
Bobby, get ready! The balls coming your way.


   
(He picks up the ball and hands it to Bobby smiling encouragingly)

   
C’mon Bobby, you can do it!

Bobby:   
(He calmly picks up the ball and places it in front of him)


   
1….2….3….


   
(He pelts the ball in)

Danny:   
(Jumps up and down, and shakes his brother’s hand thoroughly)


   
Great penalty brother, you’re fantastic! 
Football 5 – Racism at Bristol City

Deepdale Primary  School

Narrator (Bobby Steel is a team mate of Walter’s and shouts angrily at the crowd)

Walter Tull

Walter is nervous. He has never experienced this amount of abuse before. Usually he is able to ignore it but today it upsets him, putting him off his game. Although he is helped and encouraged by his teammates and Tommy Warren, he still feels anxious and unfocussed.

Danny Steel

Danny is the Spurs captain. He can see the effect the crowd have on Walter. He tells him to just play his normal game; that is the best response to the racists, show them it doesn’t affect your football. Let the result be your reply.

Tommy Warren

Warren is the Spurs trainer who recommended Walter to the club. He thinks Walter has the potential to be a great player. He is very angry about the abuse Walter is receiving but holds his temper in. He tells Walter to stay calm. Tommy handles difficult situations by making others laugh. He jokes with Walter, telling him he’s can’t understand why Walter’s getting all this attention because he isn’t that good a player!

Bristol City Fan

A Bristol City fan shouts racist abuse whilst Walter is about to take a throw-in (You might find this difficult, remember you are playing a character in a play).

Mr Smith
Smith is a Spurs director. He sits in the stand laughing and nodding his agreement at the racist abuse being directed at Walter from some of the Bristol City fans

Scene 5
It is 2nd October, 1909 and Spurs are playing Bristol City at Ashton Gate, their home ground in Bristol. Walter is getting serious racist abuse from a small section of the Bristol City crowd as he takes a throw in. For the first time he shows he is upset by it and the pressure is putting him off his game. But, as the match continues Walter grows in strength. The Spurs players and trainer, Tommy Warren, support Walter with encouragement. But Smith, a Spurs director, shares the crowds hostility toward Walter, which he displays openly.

Walter:        (About to do a throw-in, names are heard being shouted by the crowd)

If this is a throw-in, I’m going to take a throw-in. I’m not here to listen to bigots like you.

Bristol Fan: 
(laughs and screams at Walter)

Who are you? Who are you? Loser! Loser! You’re so black, I wouldn’t be able to see you at night. Go and wash yourself before we all get germs.

Walter:        (Appears angry)


         I am ignoring you idiots because I am in a fantastic game! 
Bristol Fan:  
Shut up, big fat monkey. Go back to the jungle where you belong!        
2.

Bobby:  
(Shouting at the Bristol Fan in an angry face)

 
I’ll give you a tip; look at yourself before you talk about others.
Walter:  
(Thanking Bobby)

  
Thank you so much. I don’t know what I’d do if you weren’t here.

Bobby:  
(Pats Walter on his back)

  
Oh, forget about those stupid Bristol City Fans.

Football 6 – Walter goes to Northampton Town FC

Goosnargh C of E Primary school

Characters 

Narrator (Mr Darnell, Northampton chairman, has been asked to pay Walter’s transfer fee and is eager to meet him)
Herbert Chapman

Chapman is Northampton Town’s manager, he used to play for Spurs and watched in amazement as Walter got a hat-trick for Spurs reserves when they played Northampton last season. He has wanted to sign him ever since. He explains to Walter that he understands the difficulties faced by black players because, as a young footballer, he played for Arthur Wharton, Britain’s first black professional football player and

manager. He has offered Tottenham RC Brittain in exchange for Walter.

Walter Tull

Walter knows signing for Northampton Town, who play in the Southern League, is a step down. However, he is frustrated at not getting a proper chance to prove himself at Spurs. Three clubs have made enquiries about him, including Aston Villa who won the league in 1910. Yet he chooses Northampton because the club is very friendly, the manager Chapman is ambitious and has promised him first team football; he seems to understand the extra difficulties black players face.

Fanny Walden

Fanny Walden is a 5ft 2ins winger. Like Walter, he also loves cricket and plays for Northamptonshire. Chapman has brought him into the office so that Walter can get to know some of the team. Waldenwould later join Tottenham and play for England.

Eric Tomkins

Eric Tomkins is an all-round sportsman, playing hockey and cricket at county level as well as professional football. Chapman has invited Eric in to his office because he would like Walter to lodge with Eric in Rushden, a small town near Northampton.

Mr A Jones

Mr Jones is the Northampton club secretary. His job involves arranging the fixtures and travel arrangements for the team. He has drawn up a contract ready for Walter to sign.

Scene 6

It is October, 1911 and Northampton Town manager Herbert Chapman is trying to persuade Walter to sign for Northampton Town F.C. Chapman noticed Walter when he scored a hat-trick for Spurs reserves against Northampton. Walter is wanted by bigger clubs such as Aston Villa, but Chapman emphasizes he understands the difficulties faced by black players and like Tull, he too is a Methodist.

Herbert Chapman: 
(Leans over to Walter)

Come on Walter, join our team! We won’t let you down like Spurs did and I’m a Methodist like you!

Walter:

(Scratching his head)



I’m not sure; I’ll be leaving all of my friend’s in London.

Mr Darnell: 
       
(Looking at Walter, he holds up four fingers then 10)
You know Walter, you’ll get four ponds a week and a £10 signing on fee.

Mr Jones:               (Writing Notes)
You won’t be on your own as you will share a room with another player of ours, Eric Tomkins. Come on Walter, you won’t feel out of place here. Nobody here cares if you’re black?

Herbert Chapman:  (Puts his arm around Walter)


        
I’ll look after you, you’ll be like a son to me.

Walter:

(Scratches his head)



        
Erm….I don’t know 
Fanny Walden:       (Smiling reassuringly at Walter)


        
You could even play up-front with me.

Walter:

(Smiling at Herbert Chapman)


        
Alright, I’ll sign

(All Cheer)

Herbert Chapman: 
(Looking at Walter)


       
You won’t regret joining us, Walter.

Soldier 7 – Recruitment

St. Matthews C of E Primary school
Characters

Narrator (Fred Parker is a footballer for Clapton Orient and has played against Walter in the past. He is looking forward to serving with Walter)
Walter Tull

Walter is nervous. He can feel the hostility of the Registration Officer but is determined to join the army.

Registration Officer

The Registration Officer has been told that it would undermine discipline if white soldiers served alongside black soldiers, therefore he should discourage men of ‘non-pure European descent’ from joining.

Medical Officer

The Medical Officer is under pressure from the Registration Officer to find fault with Walter’s medical condition so that his application to enlist fails. However, he cannot find anything wrong with him.

Jimmy Hugall

Jimmy Hugall is also a footballer from Clapton Orient who has played against Walter many times.

Tom Billingham

Tom Billingham is a goalkeeper for Leicester Fosse. He comes from Northampton and knows what a brilliant football player Walter is. He is eager to meet him.

Scene 7

It is 21st December, 1914. A queue of men stand in a bare, smoky, large hall, where a Union Jack and a picture of King George V hang on the wall. A Registration Officer sits at a desk at one end of the room and a Medical Officer stands behind, both are in military uniform. Walter is waiting for a medical examination in his attempt to enlist for the Football Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Walter emerges from the throng of people and approaches the Registration Officer whose first comment is that he should be applying in his country of origin, Walter explains that England is his country of origin, to which an eyebrow is raised. The Medical Officer then examines him. Although Walter is obviously very fit, the Registration Officer is not keen on allowing Walter into the British army.

1.

Walter:                
(Nervous but Hopeful)

Fantastic! Absolutely brilliant! Best header that I’ve seen so far!

Fred Parker:         
(Excited at the thought of being in the army)

Nah!  You did a phenomenal header against us! Our Jimmy couldn’t take it!

Tom Billingham:      Yeah, I was watching that! Fantastic!

Walter: 
     
(Blushing but proud)



     
It was alright, I guess.

Jimmy Hugall:     
(Laughing and jokingly punches Walter on his arm)

It wasn’t alright! It was a miracle! Phenomenal! I felt dizzy when it was coming at me! they’ll be talking about this for years!

2.

Registration officer: (Furious that a black man is in his office)

Tull! Stand up straight! Stand here! Take ten steps forward! Wear these glasses.

Medical Officer:  
(Can tell that Walter is fit but says nothing)
Alright Tull, what I’d like you to do is just read those letters for me.

Walter:

(Nervous and very alert)


         
Um, ok, B..R..S..A..K..F..Q..V..L..P..O

Medical Officer:     
(Worried because the Registration Officer doesn’t want Tull)



        
Thank you. Now step aside and do 20 push-ups please. 
Walter:              
(Happy because he can do push-ups)


      
No problem!

Registration Officer: (Looking very angry and shocked)
Despite my best efforts you passed, you actually passed!

Soldier 8 – The Battle of Ancre, November 1916
St. Vincent de Paul RC Primary school
Characters

Narrator (Private Tom Webb is a big football fan and is thrilled to be with so many players)

Walter Tull

Walter is 28 years old and a Sergeant in the Football Battalion. He is in this regiment because he is a professional footballer and has played with Spurs and Northampton. Walter’s job will be to help lead the men over the top by setting a good example. There is a lot of pressure on him yet he remains calm and focussed.

Private Fred Parker

Private Fred Parker was a former footballer for Clapton Orient before he joined the Football Battalion. He is older than Private Hayes and is doing his best to calm Hayes down. He is trying to be light hearted and assures him that they will all be fine.

Private Jimmy Hugall

Private Jimmy Hugall is best friends with Fred Parker, he also played for Clapton Orient. Jimmy is sitting writing a letter to his wife before they go over the top. He’s worried that this might be the last time he has any contact with his wife which makes him determined to fight for his life.

Major Poole

Major Poole is the Commanding Officer and will have to blow the whistle to order them over the top to march towards the German lines. He is checking their equipment to make sure they are ready.

Private Hayes

Private Hayes had his 18th birthday a week ago. He is frightened. He is panicking at the thought of going over the top. He has seen too many men dying and he can’t stop shaking. He believes he will die, he is with Fred Parker, who is trying to calm him down.

Scene 8
Walter Tull and the Football Battalion are about to fight in the last major attack of the Battle of the Somme, which lasted from 1st July to 19th November, 1916. Over 1,115,000 people died on both sides. It is 5:46 am, just before dawn on 13th November. At 5:51 precisely Walter and his Battalion will leave their trench and attack the enemy. Many soldiers are young and very nervous. Some have mouth-organs in their hands, ready to play when they ‘go over the top’ of their trench. Only 79 of the 400 soldiers who start this attack, survive.

Walter: 
Come on Lads, it’s time.



  
(Tapping Tom on the arm)


   
Come on Tom. Wakey, wakey!

Tom:      
Alright, alright. What’s for breakfast?

Walter: 
(Rolling his eyes)


   
Each of you, a tin of bully beef. Chop-Chop!

2.

Walter: 
Right, we are all ready.
Hayes:  
(Crying)

  
No!

Fred:     
Come on!
Hayes:   
Okay, but I can’t stop shaking.
Jimmy:  
Wait a minute; I need to finish this letter to my wife.

Walter: 
Fine. 3 minutes.
Jimmy: 
Thank you very much! Lord, may you protect me please.
Tom:     
(Calling out, Kneeling Down to protect his head)

 
Ahhh! They are firing, Stay down!

Walter:
(Looks at Hayes and walks over to him)

 
What’s the matter, mate?

Hayes:

(Crying with fear, he has his head in his hands)

I just can’t stand one more minute in this place, I’m dirty and I feel so sick.

Walter: 
Don’t worry, we will work as a team and help each other.
Hayes:  
(Shivering and crying a lot)

  
So many people have died, I’ve seen it. I am going to die!

Walter:  
(Looking at his watch waiting for the officer’s whistle) 10..9..8..7..6..5..4..3..2..1….(The officer blows his whistle) Alright men, it’s time to go.  (Walter urges the stragglers up the trench ladder) Go!Go!Go!
Soldier 9 – Gailes Officer Training Corps, May 1917
St. Peter’s. Eaton Square C of E Primary school

Characters

Narrator (2nd Lieutenant Pickard has made friends with Walter and is also being sent to the 23rd Middlesex Regiment)

2nd Lieutenant Tull

Walter is pleased to have been commissioned as an Officer and will serve with the 23rd Battalion, 2nd Football, Middlesex Regiment. He has been in Scotland since Boxing Day, 1916 and is worried about his friends that he has left behind in France. He wants to see his brother and then get back to help his comrades put an end to this war.

Commanding Officer of Gailes OTC

The Commanding Officer was surprised to see Walter because army regulations prevent soldiers who are of ‘non-pure European descent’ from becoming infantry officers. At first he was cold towards him but has come to have a high regard for Walter; he can see he is a respectable person and an excellent soldier.

Taxi Driver

The taxi driver is waiting to take Tull and Pickard to the station. He is getting frustrated at having to wait around while Tull and Pickard say their goodbyes to the other Officers.

2nd Lieutenant Marsh

2nd Lieutenant Marsh is saying goodbye to Walter and hopes to see him play when the war has finished.

Walter says he may not have to go far because he wants to sign for Glasgow Rangers.

2nd Lieutenant Hill

2nd Lieutenant Hill doesn’t like Walter. When he was five years old his father died in the Boer War in South Africa in 1900. He now blames all black people for what happened, even though the war was with the Dutch settlers of South Africa and many Africans fought and died whilst fighting on the side of the British.

Scene 9

In this scene Walter Tull has completed his training at the Gailes Officer Training Corps in Scotland. He has been promoted to 2nd Lieutenant, becoming the first black soldier to be commissioned an infantry Officer in the British Army. He is packing his suitcase to catch the train to Glasgow to visit his brother, Edward. Around him are 2nd Lieutenants Marsh and Hill, the Commanding Officer of the training corps and 2nd Lieutenant Pickard.

2nd Lieutenant Marsh: (Walks over to Walter)

Hello Walter, I’ve just come to congratulate you on becoming a 2nd Lieutenant!

Walter:

(Packing his bags)




Thanks!

2nd Lieutenant Marsh: (Inquisitively) 
I think you’re probably the first black officer the British   army has ever had.  What do you think Walter?
Walter:

(Laughing)



Am I really? No….No…surely not. 

2nd Lieutenant Marsh: Are you planning to celebrate?
Walter:

Well if everyone else is.



(Enter 2nd Lieutenant hill)

Walter: 

Would you like to join us for a celebration Hill!

2nd Lieutenant Hill:  (Looks at Walter coldly)

Do you think I want to be seen in the King’s uniform alongside one of your kind Tull?
2nd lieutenant Marsh:  (Rolls his eyes)

Don’t worry about him Walter. We’ll have a better time   without his kind.
Walter: 

(Smiles)




I’m sure we will!

2nd Lieutenant Marsh: Come on Walter. Let’s eat drink and be merry as



tomorrow we could all be pushing up the daisies!

Walter:         
(Smiling)



See you after the war, Hill!
Soldier 10 – Italian Front, Christmas Eve, 1917
St Barnabas C of E Primary School
Narrator (Private Fred Parker is a good swimmer and is preparing for the trip through the river)

2nd Lieutenant Tull

Tull is crouching down by the river’s edge, organising his party to cross the fast flowing River Piavé. Heis nervous because they have to wade through the icy cold water and then carry out a mission in enemy territory on the other side. He cannot show his nerves because he needs to keep his men calm.

Private Jimmy Hugall

Private Jimmy Hugall played against Walter for Clapton Orient and respects and trusts him both as a footballer and soldier. However, he cannot swim and does not want to go into the river, yet he does not want to let the others down by being a burden. He has only told his mate from Clapton Orient, Fred Parker, that he can’t swim.

Private Tom Billingham

Private Tom Billingham plays as a goalkeeper for Leicester Fosse. He has a lot of respect for Walter. He admires Walter for his coolness and courage even under great strain. Walter’s attitude gives Private Billingham strength and determination.

Private Higgins

Private Higgins has just been conscripted. He is 19 and has only had 3 weeks training. He does not want to be on this mission. He doesn’t think they stand a chance, especially the fact that they are being lead by a black man. He doesn’t believe that Walter is capable of leading troops into battle, and thinks that the army has made a huge blunder which is going to now cost him his life.

Private Quinn

Private Quinn is only 17, and lied about his age to join up. He’s feeling frightened, his father and brother have already died fighting in this war. He is shivering from the cold. He keeps a brave face on and jokes around to cover up his nerves.

Scene 10

It is Christmas Eve, 1917. Walter is in the Italian Alps. It is extremely cold and snowy. He is leading a fighting patrol, which has been ordered to cross the fast flowing River Piavé and go into enemy territory.Walter is the first black Officer to lead white troops on a mission.

Walter:  
(Goes to the soldiers to give them orders)


   
Alright men. We need to get ready to go on patrol.

Webb:    
(Takes a step back)


    
I can’t do it. I’ve already lost my brother and my dad.
Higgins: 
(Looking angrily at Walter, he mumbles under his breath)

              
We’re going to die because of this man….

Webb:   
(Looking angry at Private Higgins)

  
Why am I in this graveyard?

Jimmy:  
(Shivering)

  
I trust Walter, I do….but I don’t know how to swim!

Fred:     
(Puts his hand on Jimmy’s shoulder) 

  

Don’t worry, I’m a good swimmer. I’ll be watching your back. 
Walter:  
This is just ‘another match’ we have to play through boys!
2.

Walter:        (Unwinding the rope)

         Private! Can I have a word with you? It’ll be quick.

Billingham: 
(Standing up and saluting Walter)

         Yes, Sir!

Walter:       (Putting his hand on Billingham’s shoulder)
I know they’re scared, but I need you to stay strong and keep them going.

Billingham: 
(Salutes again)

         
I shall make sure that I do that sir.

Walter:       
(Stands up and salutes his men)
Troops, we are going to cross the River Piavé. It is very cold so warm up now. 

Billingham: We’re going to cross it now.
Fred:      
(Looking and smiling at Jimmy)

         I’ll stay with you Jimmy because you can’t swim.

Jimmy:        (Smiling)

        Thanks mate.

Higgins:       (Angrily)

         Why should we trust him? He’s black.

Webb:
         (Looking at Higgins solidly)

         Because he’s a mate.

Soldier 11 – Western Front, March 25th, 1918
St Saviour’s C of E Primary School
Characters

Narrator (Private Lewis see’s that 2nd Lieutenant Tull has been shot. He can also see that the Germans are advancing and warns Private Tom Billingham, who is holding Tull, to let him go before he also gets shot)

2nd Lieutenant Tull

Tull has been shot. He knows he will not survive. Infact he only has 2 minutes to live. He is trying to tell Billingham to leave him because there are German soldiers very near, so near they can hear their voices. He does not want Billingham to die trying to save him.

Private Tom Billingham

Private Tom Billingham is holding a dying Walter Tull in his arms and won’t leave him. It is a very dangerous situation for him as the German soldiers are advancing. Billingham holds Walter, the surrounding gunfire drowns out his shouts for help. Walter dies in his arms and eventually Billingham is forced to leave him, otherwise he too will be killed.

Captain Sutherland

Captain Sutherland shouts at Billingham ordering him to leave Tull. He too can see the danger of the advancing Germans and wants Billingham to leave Tull as he can see that Tull is fatally wounded and can’t be saved.

Gefreiter Weisman (A German Corporal who is a machine gunner)

Leuntnant Weisman, looking through binoculars, points out to his colleague that in the distance he can see a white soldier holding a black soldier in his arms.

Leutnant Rosen (A German officer commanding a machine gun team)
Leutnant Rosen wants to take a look and takes the binoculars from Weisman. His Comrade, Gefreiter Weisman is about to shoot Private Tom Billingham but Leutnant Rosen stops him, he can see that the black British officer is dead and for a moment feels an overwhelming sadness at the madness of war.
Scene 11

It is 25th March, 1918. Walter is fighting the Battle of Bapaume in the Second Battle of the Somme.The Germans have launched a major attack on the British and French trenches. In this scene Walter is retreating with his men back to Favreuil Airfield. Suddenly Walter is shot and Private Billingham tries unsuccessfully to bring a dying Walter back to their trench.

Walter:        (Angrily)
 Quick men, we’ll all make it if you over there would just hurry up.

Billingham: 
(Stopping to look back at his friend who is struggling back)

         
C’mon Jo! I’ll wait for you.
Walter:        (Outraged)
Keep moving Billingham! We’ve already lost two of our men, we can’t risk waiting for stragglers! Come on man or we’ll all get shot!
(A German machine gun opens fire and Walter Tull falls under a hail of machine gun bullets)  

2. – No Mans Land
Billingham: 
Sir, ar’ yer hit?

         (He darts to Walter)


         Sir……Sir…..?

Walter:        
(Breathing heavily he mumbles weakily)

        
Get back Billingham…. you’ll get shot you know what I said.

Billingham: 
(Notices a bullet wound in Walter’s neck)

        
No Sir, I’m staying. You’ve been a good friend to me……


        
(Silence)

Walter:       
(Murmuring)

        
Edward…Sissy…Fa…Fa…Father….


        
(Silence)
Lewis:          Billingham, come back here. You’ll get shot!

Walter:        (Whispering)

         GO!!!!

(Private Billingham ignores everything and picks Walter up. The German   soldiers are in their trenches preparing to shoot. A German soldier sees

Billingham and Tull, he is stunned.)

German Officer:    
Hold your fire…..
German Soldier 2: 
But we have a clear shot….


German Soldier 1: 
(Pointing)
No! Over there…there is a Tommy helping a wounded officer..a wounded black officer!!!…..

Officer Sunderland: Billingham leave him. Come back ‘ere NOW!!!!!!!!
(Private Billingham has no choice and leaves Walter. He is crying a river of tears.)

Lewis: 
(Whispering)


It’s alright, Billingham. It’s alright.

3. – Back in the trenches.
Lewis:         (has his arm around Billingham, sadly whispers)
It’s alright lad, you couldn’t have done more.  Walter’s in a better place now
Billingham: (Sadly)
I will write to Walter’s brother Edward and tell him how brave he was.
